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INTRODUCTION

The traffic law for cyclists in various countries probably differs, more than the law for drivers. Furthermore often such law seems little useful to cyclists that should be protected, being a weaker category. No wander, in many countries the car industry has power to influence the law to the advantage of its clients.  

Started in mid 1994 a questionnaire has been circulated among associations members or in contact with ECF, to collect comparative information about the traffic law for the bicycle and the cyclists. Some questions were also about the car drivers and the vehicles in relation to the cyclist’s safety. 

We have got data from fourteen countries, presented here in form of tables divided in subjects. A received document from USA has not been reported, since there some rules vary in each State and it could be too long to list them.

In unclear cases questions have been left unanswered. Some answers and details have not been reported in the tables for sake of clarity and uniformity; anyway, copies of the original documents received from single countries containing more details and, in many cases, also the indication of the article of law to refer can be requested to the author. The answer of France, contains many supplementary considerations, like the attitude of policeman and people on single issues.

The main possible uses of the questionnaire are:

· lobbying in each country or at European level for a more bicycle-respectful traffic legislation

· cycletouring in foreign countries

00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

THE QUESTIONS:

-------------------------------   A  -  GENERAL PART   ---------------------------
1. WHAT IS the traffic law called in your language? (Note: it will be abbreviated TL) Specify if there are more  parts

2. Which Ministry or other Authority is responsible for it ?    Where, or how, is it officially published from the State?          

3. When was it last brought up to date  ?

4. Do you foresee a next updating of it ?

5. Does it refer to all the categories of road users (pedestrians, cyclists and drivers, etc. ) ?

6. if not, to which category does it refer ?

7. How does your TL define the bicycle ? Does it also mention nonconventional bikes like recumbents, unicycles, roller skates ?

8. Is the bicycle considered generally a vehicle?    Which are the most important cases where the bicycle is not regarded as a vehicle (e. g. a pedestrian) ?

9. Is there compulsory a driving license for cyclists?

-------------------------------- B - THE VEHICLE  -------------------------------
 Regulations regarding the bicycle:

1. Size: maximum length, without trailer - with trailer  -  max. width  - max. height.  Max. number of wheels; max. amount of goods to be carried; max. number of adults and, in which case

2. lights: front - back

3. reflectors

4. brakes

5. bell

6. Other relevant requirements not covered ( e.g. wheels or other parts, identification plate)

Carrying children
7. Is it allowed to carry one person or more on a bike in addition to the driver? In which way ? (specify if there are age limits)

8. are there regulations regarding the child seat? (if yes specify)

9. Is carrying of one child allowed in a bike trailer? and two children ?

10. If yes, in which conditions?

Trailers
11.  Is the bike trailer mentioned in the TL ?

12.  If yes, how (e.g. which is the maximum size and carried weigh)?

------------------------------   C -  CYCLING ---------------------------------------
1. Do the rules for behavior of the other drivers apply also to cyclists ?

2. Which prescriptions are only for the cyclist ? 

JUNCTIONS

3. Traffic lights for cyclist: are they defined in the TL ?

4. Roundabout: is it mentioned in the TL ?      If yes, do cyclists behave in a special way in this case ?  

5. Does your TL include the bike standing area at junctions  (fig. 3)  ?  

Normal  junction, without cycle lane and roundabout, please describe the behavior prescribed for: 

6.  - turning left  (see and use  fig 1)

7.  - turning right. Is the cyclist allowed to turn if the (not specific) traffic light is red ?

8.  - going straight (see and use fig. 1 right)  

9. Does your TL include the bike crossings (fig. 2) ?

10. In case of yes, do cyclists have right of way in such crossings ?

fig. 1
Right:  path of the cyclist going straight
Turning left at a junction; possible path(s) of the cyclist. The paths B and C through the pedestrians (if allowed) require two steps of traffic light if this exists.   











fig. 2    Bike crossing
fig. 3   Bike standing area at junctions 






In this case, cars should stay behind, leaving  for cycles a less polluted area.




CYCLE LANES

11. How are they defined and indicated ?

12. How must they be separated from the other part of the carriageway (e.g. painted colored stripes, wall, etc.) 

13. Is the use of cycle lanes and cycle paths compulsory where they exist?

14. Do cyclists have right in the junction of a cycle path with a main road ?

15. Are mopeds allowed to ride on cycle lanes ?

--------------------------------------   D - SPECIAL CASES  -----------------------------------
1. Can local Authorities allow riding "contra flow" in one-way streets?

2. Can they allow riding in lanes reserved to public transport?

3. Is cycling on the pavement allowed ?

4. In which kind of road is it not allowed to cycle ?

5. Is riding side by side of two or more cyclists allowed in the town ?

6. and, in the intercity roads ?

7. Is there any special rule for the parking of bikes ?

PASSIVE SAFETY MEASURES IMPOSED TO THE CYCLIST

8. Is there some measure like helmet or other "hardware" protection compulsory? 

MEASURES IMPOSED TO DRIVERS (to improve the safety of cyclists)

9. Is it compulsory, in lorries, buses and trams, a protection (like a front net) to prevent people from falling under the wheels?

10. Which is the usual speed limit for all vehicles in residential areas ?

11. Which is in the roads outside residential areas ?

12. When a driver takes over a cycle, does he has to keep a transverse safety distance ?     If yes,  how much and how ?

13. Is there prescribed a special behavior for cars in the streets with separated side lanes (fig. 4) ?

14. Before the opening of the left door of a car stopped or parked in a side of a street, is the driver obliged to see if any vehicle is coming from the back ?




     fig. 4

THE ANSWERS

PART A GENERALITIES
	COUNTRY
	Association that has answered
	3)  LAST UPDATING of traffic law
	4)  Will be still soon updated?

	Austria
	VCÖ
	1944
	probably before spring ‘97

	Belgium
	GRACQ
	--
	--

	Canada
	Vélo Quebec
	1993
	Next year

	Denmark
	D.C.F
	Feb. '94
	probably

	Finland
	Traffic League
	for cyclists and pedestr. in sept. 95
	--

	France 
	Movement Defense de la Biciclette
	May '94
	probably

	Germany 
	A.D.F.C.
	March '94
	probably

	Hungary
	Friends of City  Cycling
	May 1994
	Next year

	Italy 
	F.I.A.B.
	Sept. '93
	probably

	The Netherlands
	E.N.F.B.
	Nov. '91
	on 1-1-95

	Russian. rep.
	Cyclists’ Touring club Orion - Volgograd   
	January ‘94
	---

	Spain
	Coordinadora Catalana d'usuaris de la bicicleta
	March 1990
	in 1996

	Sweden
	Cyckelframjandet
	--
	--

	Switzerland 
	I.G. Velo
	1994
	--

	U.K.
	Cycle Campaign Network
	1990
	Updated every 10 years


	COUNTRY
	7)  DEFINITION OF THE BICYCLE
	8)  Is the bicycle considered generally a vehicle? 

	Austria
	A vehicle equipped with a device for transmitting humar power to the wheels
	no where cyclists must use facilities (cycle lanes and cycle paths)

	Belgium
	Bicycle, tricycle, quadricycle moved with pedals and no motor; no specific definition of the type of shape.
	Yes unless the cyclist is not on it

	Canada
	64 articles, described in a separate paper
	

	Denmark
	no motor, max. four wheels, max. 3 adults
	Yes

	Finland
	Unmotorized vehicle built for transportation of people or goods; at  least two wheels, with pedals or handlecrank.
	Yes, unless carried by hands

	France 
	no definition, so it is uncertain if electric-bikes are bikes
	Yes, also for what concerns fines

	Germany 
	No definition. Unicycles and roller skates are not considered vehicles
	

	Hungary 
	A vehicle moved only by the force of the people sitting on it, except wheelchairs
	

	Italy 
	No motor, two wheels minimum. Unicycles and roller skates are not considered vehicles.
	Yes, unless carried by hands

	The Netherlands
	no definition
	

	Russian. rep.
	A vehicle with two or more wheels propelled by muscular force of the people riding it; nonconventional bikes are not mentioned.
	

	Spain
	a vehicle with at least two wheels, propelled exclusively by the muscular force; skateboard  and roller skates are not considered vehicles
	yes

	Sweden
	no motor, not a toy
	

	Switzerland
	Just the bicycle + motorcycle
	yes when the cyclist is on it and when parked; if the cyclist pushes it it is not 

	U.K.
	As a vehicle, including recumbents, tricycles but not unicycles
	


Note: no motor means only muscle-propelled.

9) SPECIAL DRIVING LICENSE:

In none of the countries that have answered a special driving license is compulsory for cyclists. Poland has such rule

PART B: THE VEHICLE


1) Technical data, maximum ratings (unit: meters, unless specified)

	COUNTRY
	Length

without trailer
	Length

with trailer
	Width
	Height
	Numb. of wheels
	Max. weight of goods (kg)
	Max. numb. of Adults

	Austria
	 ---
	 ---
	 ---
	 ---
	 ---
	100 kg (trike); 50 kg (trailer) 
	1 on a regular bike, unlimited on tandems with handlebar and pedals for each adult

	Belgium
	 ---
	 ---
	0.75 m
	 ---
	 ---
	 ---
	no more persons than number of seats

	Canada
	--
	--
	--
	--
	--
	--
	--

	Denmark (1)
	3 - 3.5
	3.5 - 3.5
	0.65 - 1.6
	1.2 - 2
	4
	100 - 150
	3

	Finland (1)
	--
	--
	0.8-  1.25
	--
	--
	50 - 100
	no limit if the bike is made for several people

	France 
	--
	--
	--
	--
	--
	--
	1, except for tandems and bikes with sidecar, that can carry 2, and bikes with trailer and with more than two wheels

	Germany 
	--
	--
	--
	--
	--
	--
	1, unless the bike is constructed for more; two on a tandem, etc.

	Hungary
	--
	--
	0,7
	--
	--
	70
	no adults, one child

	Italy 
	3
	3
	1.3
	2.2
	--
	--
	1, unless the bike is built for more; max. 4

	The 

Netherlands
	--
	--
	max. 75 cm for a normal bike, 150 cm for a tricycle and a bike with a sidecar
	--
	--
	--
	--

	Russian rep.
	--
	--
	--
	--
	--
	--
	forbidden to carry adult passengers

	Spain
	--
	--
	--
	--
	2
	--
	1, if bike is built for one person    

	Sweden
	--
	--
	--
	--
	--
	--
	--

	Switzerland
	-
	see fig. at page 9
	1
	1.20
	-
	unlimited
	unlimited

	U.K. 
	--
	--
	--
	--
	--
	--
	Normally one, two for tandem, etc.


(1) Denmark and Finland : the first value refers to a 2 wheels, the second to a 3 wheels bicycle

EQUIPMENT
	COUNTRY
	2) Light, front
	light back
	3) Reflectors

	Austria (1)
	1 white of yellow; 2 lights on 2-tracks cycles; they must illuminate the roadway at least 15 m and a maximum of 20 m ahead
	one red, 2 on 2-track cycles
	1 red with minimum area of 20 cm2 ; 2 reflectors on 2-tracks cycles. In the beam of a car headlight the red reflector must be visible from 150 metres. Lamp and reflector may be combined. 

	Belgium
	white of yellow
	Red
	compulsory front white (except for child bike, racing and mountain bike without mudguard); back red; lateral: two yellow or orange in each wheel or on the rim of the tyre; yellow or orange in the pedals

	Canada
	White
	Red
	Red in rear wheel,  amber in front wheel

	Denmark
	white, visible at 150 m
	one red (2)
	1 red, 2 on 2-tracks-bikes. All cycles when moving a yellow, movable. On trailers 2 white in front, 2 red in the back and 2 yellow on wheels.

	Finland
	when cycling in dark
	no rule
	Front, side, pedals and back reflectors required except in racing bicycles (< 10 kg and at least 12 speeds)

	France 
	yellow or white, prescribed only at evening and night
	red
	red in the back and orange in the pedals+ lateral reflectors

	Germany 
	many details (see paper on lights)
	same
	same

	Hungary
	white
	red
	red at the back, white at the front

	Italy 
	must be always equipped (day and night)
	red
	red in the back + yellow on each side of pedals and 2 in each wheel

	The 

Netherlands
	required only when it is dark 
	same
	red in the back, yellow on the pedals and yellow or white on the wheels and round, following the rim of the wheel.

	Russian rep.
	Normal light
	normal
	side reflectors in the wheels

	Spain
	T.L. mentions: “corresponding lights” 
	same
	red

	Sweden
	white
	red
	white in front,  red in back, orange or white in the sides

	Switzerland
	1, when it is dark
	1, same
	1 white front,    1 red back , orange reflectors at the pedals

	U.K. 
	must meet UK standards; lights only required at night, should not be fitted for daytime use
	same
	one red rear,  spoke reflectors fitted on new cycles


(1) Remark: racing bicycles which are used during daylight are exempt from all requirements with regard to lights

(2) two on 2-tracks cycles and on trailers; the red reflectors must be visible at 150 m

	COUNTRY
	4) Brakes
	5) Bell
	6) Other

	Austria
	two brakes, working indipendently from each other
	one
	--

	Belgium
	two brakes, one on each wheel
	“sonnette” must be heard at 20 m
	--

	Canada
	At least one
	--
	--

	Denmark
	2 independent acting on different wheels or 1 foot-activated-only for 1 person
	with clear sound
	max.  width of handlebars 0.7 m

	Finland
	minimum 1, but if the bike is for carrying goods or more than one person or has trailer or more than three gears, must have at least 2 brakes
	compulsory
	--

	France 
	2 independent
	bell or "grelot";  must be heard at 50 m
	(1) 

	Germany 
	2 independent
	required; no other signal allowed (horn, etc.)
	--

	Hungary
	Compulsory at the back at least
	compulsory
	(1) 

	Italy 
	2 independent
	must be heard at 30 m
	--

	The Netherlands
	minimum  2
	compulsory
	(2)

	Russian rep.
	required
	not required
	--

	Spain
	must be in back and front wheels
	must sound like a bell
	The Ministry of Industry and Energy  prescribes to build homologated bikes with red back reflectors

	Sweden
	required
	required
	--

	Switzerland
	1 front,  1 back  
	one required
	Insurance stamp

	U.K.
	To British standards
	not required
	--


 (1) IDENTIFICATION PLATE

The external plate is compulsory only in Hungary.  In  the French “Code de la route”  every cycle should have the indication of name and address of the owner; the indication must be marked on a metal plate fixed to the vehicle or on the frame itself.  

(2) Before 1995, the lower 30 cm of the rear fender had to be white; for this reason many bikes in Netherlands have still this characteristic.

CARRYING CHILDREN
	COUNTRY
	7) one person in addi​tion to driver?
	8) Child seat re​quirement
	9) In a trailer
	10)  How

	
	
	
	one child
	two children
	

	Austria
	yes, 1 child up to 8 years old, 2 children with a special permit
	the size of seat must fit the child; the design must avoid danger to him; the seat must be mounted on the bike so that the driver is not impeded in sight, alertness and movement
	yes
	yes
	transport of children in a trailer only with special permit from the local police, the provincial government or the ministry of transport, each valid only within the jurisdiction of the issuing authority. The permit has specifications for the trailer 

	Belgium
	not specified for children
	---
	--
	--
	--

	Canada
	yes, on a special seat
	no regulation
	not mentioned
	
	--

	Denmark
	yes, two on child seats up to the age of 6 
	says only that should have pro​tection for the children’s' feet
	yes
	yes
	must have pro​tec​tion and sa​fety belts

	Finland
	yes, driver over 15 years old can carry one under 10 years; driver over 18 can carry 2 children under 6 years old.
	Appropriate size and with protection for feet
	not forbidden
	the vehicle must be loaded so that it doesn’t cause any danger to the passengers or goods; the police interpretation is that it is safer to carry children on the bike.

	France 
	yes, one child less than 14 years old
	firmly an​chored and with pro​tec​tion for the feet 
	till 2 pers​ons; can be also adults
	the trailer must be equi​pped and have a red reflector

	Germany 
	yes, the rider must be >16 years old, the child​ren <8 years old
	special seats installed in order to limit the number of children carried: one in front and one in the back
	yes
	yes
	special seats, belts, protec​tion for whe​el spokes; for​bidden to carry per​sons in the load​ing area of a cargo car​rier

	Hungary
	yes, one child under ten on child seat
	must not hide the lights and must not disturb driving
	no
	--
	--

	Italy 
	only if the bike is on pur​pose equipped or con​structed for this, max. four adults
	must be homologated, with protection for the child's feet and belts
	not men​tion​ed
	no
	in absence of specification we believe that one child can be carried in a seat well fixed on the trailer

	The 

Netherlands
	no limitation for adults; if the passenger is <8 years old should go on a seat 
	should have support and pro​tec​tion 
	yes
	yes
	with support and belts

	Russian rep.
	One child, till 7 years old
	must have reliable protection for legs
	--
	--
	--

	Spain
	no, except if bike is built and authorized for more 
	no
	see  n. 11
	--
	--

	Sweden
	Adults>15 years old can carry 1 child<10 years

Adults>18 years old can carry 2 children<6 years
	--
	--
	--
	--

	Switzerland
	yes, up to the age of 7,

above 7 every  additional person  needs a pedal 
	yes
	yes
	yes
	the trailer must not exceed the width of 1 m. 



	U.K.
	one child may be carried in a fixed child seat; otherwise as many people as the cycle is built to carry (i.e. two for tandem, etc
	it is required,  but no specification.
	Permitted but no regulations
	--


TRAILERS
	COUNTRY
	11) mentioned?
	12) How ?

	Austria
	yes
	no specification

	Belgium
	yes
	max width 0.75 m

	Canada
	no
	--

	Denmark
	yes
	0.8 m between wheels; total length bike+trailer 3.5 m; height 1.2 m incl. load, weight of load max. 100 kg

	Finland
	yes
	max. width 125 cm; max. total  weight 50 kg

	France 
	yes
	no distinction if the trailer belongs to a bike or to  a moped (less than 50 cc)

	Germany 
	yes
	max. width 1.0 m 

	Hungary   
	yes
	max. Width 0,7 m. ,  max.  Weight  (total) 70 kg.

	Italy 
	no
	we presume the same as the bike: 1.3 m width, 3 m total length with bike

	The Netherlands
	yes
	max. width 100 cm. At night must have a red rearlight. One red reflector on the back side, between 35 and 90 cm above the road surface, and white or yellow side reflectors at the wheels of the trailer must be always equipped. White reflectors in front and yellow on the side of the trailer are allowed (not compulsory). All other lights and reflectors on trailers are forbidden.

	Russian rep.
	yes
	towing by a bicycle is not allowed except of a trailer constructed especially for a bike 

	Spain
	trailer not allowed 
	----

	Sweden
	yes
	----

	Switzerland
	yes
	max.  width 1 m. ; see figure below for maximum sizes

	U.K. 
	no
	----


½ m
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Sizes for the trailer in Switzerland

2.5 m

PART C : Cycling
	COUNTRY
	1) Do rules for all drivers app​ly  to the bike?
	Which prescriptions are only for cyclists ?

	Austria
	yes but for cyclists there are additional rules
	Cyclists must use cycle facilities and there are special rules for cyclists using them (no right of way for cyclists); bikes may be pushed on sidewalks and through pedestrian zones. One way-regulations in traffic-calmed areas (Wohnstraße) do not apply to cyclists.

	Belgium
	yes
	It is forbidden to ride 1) without holding the handle 2) without foots on pedals 3) being towed 4) with an animal. It is authorized to ride two in a row line 

	Canada
	yes
	--

	Denmark
	yes
	some rules are specific like position on the road, duty to give way, parking, etc.

	Finland
	yes
	cyclist s must stay at the edge of the road when possible 

	France 
	yes
	only the possibility to ride two in a row line only if the traffic is not affected

	Germany 
	yes
	--

	Hungary
	yes
	--

	Italy 
	yes
	see Denmark; for example the cyclist must hold the handlebar at least with one hand

	The Netherlands
	yes
	some; for example bikes are allowed to take over cars and other vehicles, on the right side

	Russian rep.
	yes
	The driver of a bike must be at least 14 years old. Cyclists must stay in a right lane close as possible to the road edge. It is allowed to cycle on a shoulder or a sidewalk if it does not hinder pedestrian’s movement; forbidden to ride not holding the handlebar

	Spain
	yes,  except special prescriptions for bikes and mopeds together
	some articles belonging to the previous T.L. not abrogated

	Sweden
	yes
	when specially indicated and some other rules only for cars

	Switzerland
	yes
	Cyclist must use cycle lanes or path . The cyclist is allowed to deviate from the right driving rule.   

	U.K.
	yes
	with minor exceptions, such as speed limits, breathalyser test


JUNCTIONS
	COUNTRY
	3) traffic lights for cyclists defined?
	4) roundabout men​tioned?
	5)  bike standing area

	Austria
	only indirectly
	no
	no but it is in use; a definition is not necessary

	Belgium
	yes
	no
	yes

	Canada
	yes
	no
	no

	Denmark
	no, but in administra​tive rules
	no
	no

	Finland
	yes
	yes
	no

	France 
	no
	yes, no special pres​criptions for cyclists
	no, but municipalities can make this area. It exists only in a few cases

	Germany 
	yes
	--
	not as a special road marking but they can be crea​ted using two stan​dard stop lines; the one in front is accessible only to cyclists via the cycle lane

	Hungary
	yes
	yes
	no

	Italy
	yes
	no
	no

	The Netherlands
	yes
	yes; with three different categories of them (1)
	yes, implicitly

	Russian rep.
	no
	No, except in roadsigns
	no

	Spain
	mentioned in the “Reglamento” for cycles and mopeds 
	yes
	no

	Sweden
	no
	--
	yes

	Switzerland
	yes
	yes
	sometimes like fig. 3, only  with  traffic lights

	U.K. 
	yes
	yes
	now permitted.  Called ‘Advanced stop lines’


(1) In the mixed type of roundabout, cycles have same rules as other vehicles; in the ones with bicycle lanes or paths they must use their separated lane or path which is not allowed to motorvehicles.

TURNING (fig. 1 and 2, page 3)
	COUNTRY
	6)  Left
	7)  Right
	8)  Straight

	Austria
	A; by a special sign, cyclists can be forced to turn like D
	like any other driver; not allowed if the traffic light is red
	E

	Belgium
	A; B and C are not allowed unless the bike is brought by hand 
	in this case the cyclist should show his intention only “if possible”
	E

	Canada
	A or C
	--
	--

	Denmark
	D
	with green light or no sig​nal if possible without in​convenience for the traf​fic
	E

	Finland
	A or D; in the second case cyclists must yeld to all the other traffic.
	only with green light
	E

	France 
	A ; it is forbidden the transit on pedestrian, unless the bikes are brou​ght by hands
	only with green light
	E

	Germany 
	path A and C; B is illegal; in A the cycli​st remains on the right of the motor vehicles turning in same direction
	on the right side of the motor vehicles turning in the same direction
	E

	Hungary
	in town A,  on intercity roads B or C, getting off the bike if there is no traffic light
	--
	E

	Italy 
	A without traffic light; B or C with traffic light
	like Germany
	E without traffic light; F with traffic light (1)

	The Netherlands
	A and D; zebras not allowed
	like Germany
	E

	Russian rep.
	A forbidden, no mention about B, C and D
	no
	E

	Spain
	A if the left lane exists; otherwise D
	--
	E

	Sweden
	A; D is sometimes prescribed with a special in​dication
	normally
	E

	Switzerland
	A; with traffic lights A or D
	--
	E

	U.K. (2)
	As other traffic
	Mirror view of path A only
	E


 (1) Except whith special traffic lights for cyclists.          (2)  Consider  the British driving on the left. 

10) Bike crossings: in Italy they are a connection through crossings, between cycle-lanes or cycleways; cyclists have right of way on them.

CYCLE LANES
	COUNTRY
	11) Definition
	12) how separated
	13) use compulsory?
	14) do cyclists have right at the junction ?
	15) are mopeds al​lowed on them ?

	Austria
	part of the road reserved for cyclists. Indicated by a continuous white line and bike symbols on the road surface
	continuous white line
	yes
	no
	no

	Belgium
	two broken lines reserved to bicycles and mopeds. Bicycle symbol not required
	painted broken (white) line
	yes
	no
	yes

	Canada
	signs, pavement marking
	painted stripes  and bollards
	yes
	yes, rights and obligations
	no

	Denmark
	no special definition
	by difference in level or painting (stripes) with spe​cial color, letters or symbols
	yes
	no
	yes, mopeds with small motor (less than 30 km/h)

	Finland
	no definition
	painted
	yes
	it applies the normal rule for crossing like all vehicles
	yes, except on cycletracks if the speed limit of cars is 50 km/h.

	France 
	piste cyclable  is defined a way reserved to cycles and mopeds; 

bande cyclable: part of the street or road reserved to the same vehicles
	no special normalization
	yes
	no, unless local authorities have fixed a different rule
	yes

	Germany 
	no definition
	round blue sign with white bicycle symbol
	yes
	yes
	no, unless signposted

	Hungary
	special lanes on the edge of the road at least 1 m.  wide
	with continuous yellow line
	yes
	no
	yes, if there is no sign forbidding it and if they keep speed limit

	Italy 
	part of the road for bikes
	two parallel stri​pes, one white and ano​ther yel​low and a periodic white bicycle symbol
	yes
	always with the cros​sing of fig. 2; like Spain in other cases.
	no

	The Netherlands
	can be with bike logo or without in which case it has no legal status
	painted stripes ei​ther interrupted or not
	not explicitly, but we should keep the right, so al​most yes
	no  except where indicated that the cyclist has to give way
	Depends on the type (1)

	Russian rep.
	no
	not defined
	yes
	no
	yes

	Spain
	not  specially defined 
	--
	yes, if marked by special sign
	only if the cyclist comes from the right,  if not otherwise signposted
	yes and  the cycle way is compulsory for cycles and mopeds

	Sweden
	special lane indi​ca​ted by sign or mark​ing 
	--
	yes, if not in​con​venient
	if it is a bike cros​sing
	yes

	Switzerland
	indicated by a yellow stripe
	painted coloured stripes
	yes
	cycle lanes exist only on main roads, not on by-lanes, cyclists who move away from the cycle lanes do not have priority over  the other lanes
	yes, if they drive not more than 30 mph

	U.K. 
	mandatory for cycles only (i.e. no cars) if solid line, advisory if broken line, never mandatory for cycles to use
	painted line only 
	no
	no
	no


(1) At present there are two kinds of cycle tracks: one allowed to bicycles, prohibited to mopeds and one obligatory for both mopeds and cycles. A change in the law may occur in the next two years. Depending on the results of a research in course, it may be introduced a new kind of bike road that would be the most common especially in built-up areas, and would be compulsory for bicycles and prohibited to mopeds.

PART D  SPECIAL CASES
	COUNTRY
	1) Can authori​ties allow contra flow riding in one-way?
	2) can they allow riding in the lane for public transport?
	3) cycling on the pavement al​lowed?
	4) in which roads not allowed?
	5-6) riding side by side of two ?
	7) rules for  bike parking

	Austria
	yes
	yes
	no
	on Autobahn and Autostraße and on pedestrian zones and pedestrian ways (that are also streets)
	no
	bikes may be parked without fee or permit on pavement if this is at least 2.5 m wide

	Belgium
	yes
	no
	only to children under 9 years old, with wheels diameter limit  50 cm 
	Highways and expressways specially signposted
	yes in town; in the i.c. roads the cyclists must be in line when vehicles approach from back
	no, unless specially signposted

	Canada
	no
	sometimes
	yes
	multi lane highways and freeways
	no
	

	Denmark
	yes
	no
	no, unless clearly indicated
	highways and motorways
	yes if there is enough space
	no, provided they do not cause problems to traffic

	Finland
	no
	yes
	yes, for children under 12 years old
	motor ways, motor-traffic ways and expressways
	no; for safety regulations it is forbidden in carriageway
	permitted on sidewalks

	France 
	not in general, but local authorities can do it with appropriate  signalization
	yes, but this possibility is seldom used
	no
	highways  expressways and in general tunnels
	yes if there is space; must be in line if approaching motorvehicle takes over
	not allowed on pavements but sometimes tolerated

	Germany 
	not officially, but with signposting they can
	yes
	no, except for children under 8 years, who must use pavement, unless there is a cycle-track
	highways and motor-roads
	if it doesn't harm the traffic
	no

	Hungary
	yes, with the use of signs conforming to standards
	no
	if the road is no fit for cycling, speed limit 10 km/h
	motorways, main roads for children under 12, or when indicated
	no, only on cycle  paths if they are wide enough
	no

	Italy 
	yes, but the possibility is very seldom used
	no rule against, but we don’t know any case of  official permit
	no, unless indicated, often tolerated
	highways and motor-roads
	yes in town if there is space, no out towns, unless one is less than ten years old and rides at right of the adult
	no

	The Netherlands
	yes
	not mentioned
	no
	highways and specially signposted roads
	yes
	bicycles and mopeds can be parked  on sidewalks, path or verge, or at other places destined to cycle parking

	Russian rep.
	not mentioned
	--
	no
	Highways and signposted “only for cars” roads
	no
	no

	Spain
	yes
	yes
	no
	motorways
	no
	no special rule

	Sweden
	--
	yes
	no, except in the combined bike-pedestrian paths
	highways or limited access
	see Germany
	no

	Switzerland
	yes
	yes
	no,  except when the pavement is signaled pedestrian and cycle path
	motorways and highways
	yes, on cycle-hiking path ,  on roads wider than 8 m; in intercity roads only in groups of 8 or more
	yes,  the  cyclists have to leave 1.50 m free zone on the pavement  for pedestrians 

	U.K.
	yes
	yes
	no
	motorways and a few other special cases
	yes, if road not narrow and busy
	no


8) helmetS: In none of the answering countries the device is compulsory.

MEASURES IMPOSED TO DRIVERS

	COUNTRY
	9) protection for the wheels of lorries, buses and trams 
	10) speed limit in residen​tial areas (km/h)
	11) speed limit outside residential areas

	Austria
	since 1992 lorries must have side protection
	50
	100

	Belgium
	--
	50 (30 km/h in “30 zones”)
	90

	Canada
	no
	50  (30 in school areas)
	80 or 90

	Denmark
	no
	50
	80

	Finland
	yes
	50 or 40; the last one more frequent and in some places even 30 km/h
	50 and 60 ; 80 - 100 outside cities

	France 
	no
	50
	90

	Germany 
	yes, but only in the sides, not in front
	50
	100

	Hungary
	no
	50
	80

	Italy 
	no
	50
	90

	The Netherlands
	no
	50, can be lowered by local authorities
	80, can be restricted by local authorities

	Sweden
	no
	50
	70-90-110

	Russian rep.
	no
	20 inside signposted residential zone),  60 in other areas
	90

	Spain
	no
	50, can be reduced  by local authorities.  For some residential streets it is 20
	depends on type of vehicle and road 

	Switzerland
	lorries must have a back and side protection net 
	50,    or 30 in “zone 30”
	80;  in highways 120

	U.K. 
	side guards on large lorries
	48
	96, but 112 on dual


OTHER RULES FOR DRIVERS

	COUNTRY
	12) transverse safety distance when taking over a cyclist
	13)  is there prescribed a special behaviour for cars in the streets  with separated side lanes (fig. 4) ?
	14) Before opening left door of a car stopped  on the side of a street, must the driver see if any vehicle is coming from the back? 

	Austria
	yes, 50 cm + 1 cm/ kph
	side lanes must not be used for through traffic. Cyclists may ride though but must yeld at every crossing
	yes

	Belgium
	yes, 1 m
	no, but a vehicle turning right or left across a side lane must give way to a cyclist going straight
	yes for all doors

	Canada
	yes, not clearly defined
	--- ---
	

	Denmark
	"sufficient distance" and "special attention"
	A vehicle turning right or left across a side lane, must give way to a cyclist going straight ahead
	Yes, it can be derived from the general rule: one must behave in a safe way

	Finland
	yes, but not specified how much
	no, but as in Germany
	yes

	France 
	1 m minimum, as for pedestrians and other two wheeled vehicles
	---  ---  
	yes, the occupants of a car should care also when opening other doors.

	Germany 
	yes, a sufficient, but not specified
	A vehicle turning right across a side lane must give way to cyclists moving straight ahead
	driver or passenger leaving the vehicle  must take measures to avoid accidents, e.g. by looking in the rear view mirror or behind

	Hungary
	no
	no
	no

	Italy 
	no
	no, but usually it is forbidden to cyclists the central part of the street
	yes, there is official mention in the last traffic law

	The Netherlands
	no
	no
	yes, but there is no explicit rule about it. It can be derived from the general rule that one must behave in a safe way

	Russian rep.
	no
	no
	yes, forbidden to open doors if it creates obstacle to other vehicles

	Spain
	yes. On roads 1,5 m; on urban streets:  “proportional to speed, width and characteristics of the street”
	no special prescriptions
	there is no explicit rule

	Sweden
	yes, a reasonable one
	no
	not specifically, but  driver must be careful

	Switzerland
	The law states a safety distance but it is not defined in meters
	No.  Cars should not inhibit cyclists on cycle lanes
	yes, but he does not always do so, unfortunately.  Cyclists should keep a distance from parked cars

	U.K. 
	no
	no
	yes


	COUNTRY
	14) FURTHER DETAILS AND REMARKS - SUGGESTIONS FOR ECF

	Austria
	In Austria, the legal situation of cyclists on streets with cycle paths or cycle lanes is hard and difficult to describe. An agreed set of recommendations from ECF to our parliament could be very useful in pushing them to revise the law

	Belgium
	In Belgium the “capitaines de route” may stop the traffic in the junctions without traffic lights

	Canada
	--- ---

	Denmark
	Proposals for changes in The T.L. have been recently given to the ministry of traffic by D.C.F.

	Finland
	We should like that ECF would make a set of proposals to harmonize the law for cyclists in EC, particularly for giving way in the cycle lanes and in the crossroads.

	France 
	Among the many remarks made, it is interesting to know that in many cases the amount of fines for drivers is not proportional to the danger caused by their act , while cyclist’s fines are in general too high.

	Germany 
	“Where sufficient space is available cyclists are allowed to overtake, at moderate speed and with special care, vehicles waiting on the nearside lane on their right-hand side (for instance motorcars waiting at red traffic lights)”

	Hungary
	The ECF should collect suggestions from individual countries and prepare a general document for the EC parliament and for individual countries.

	Italy 
	In the T.L. cyclists are not considered seriously but as a nuisance for motor vehicles. Rules like the compulsory use of bike lanes force the cyclists to a behavior easier for drivers, while the first ones are not really protected. A common list of suggestions for ECF member countries should be useful.

	The Netherlands
	 --- ---

	Russian rep.
	 --- ---

	Spain
	In the T.L. cyclists are not regarded seriously but as a nuisance for motor vehicles. ECF should propose a common set of proposals from the cyclist’s point of view.

	Sweden
	--- ---

	Switzerland
	The opinion of Oskar Balsiger is that cyclists should not be obliged to go in the cycle paths separated from the road; it can be kept the obligation to go in the cycle lanes.

	U.K. 
	Unifying traffic laws could lead to problems. In particular, in  countries with flexible laws, such as the U. K , there  might be more restrictions on cyclists than at present.
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